
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
DesignShed announces Winning Selection of “Designs for Outdoor 
Learning” Ideas Competition 
 
(November 10, 2020—Montclair, NJ)—DesignShed is pleased to announce the 
winning selection for the second annual Montclair Design Week Ideas Competition: The 
Learning Village, by Collaboration55. The Learning Village will be built and launched in 
the upcoming months in partnership with Edgemont Montessori School PTA, and will 
be hosted on the grounds of Edgemont Montessori School. 
 
Additionally, Honorable Mentions were awarded in two age categories, to Outside The 
Box by Montclair High School student Juniper Shelley (Rising, i.e. 14-18 year olds); 
and to Climbing The Walls by Montclair parent and designer Ruth Litman (Adult, i.e. 19 
and older). 
 
The competition brief asked creatives of all skills and ages to imagine a pop-up outdoor 
learning installation where children can socialize, mentor and engage with the outdoors 
in playful, hands-on ways. Ideas ranged in scale, from individual elements to modular 
systems that could grow and change shape. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has laid bare the inequities that persist in public education 
around access, resources, and social justice. Respondents to "Designs for Outdoor 
Learning" design competition were asked to address these concerns, with an open call 
for designs that consider community-based solutions over the emerging trend of 
learning pods, and to consider how inclusive designs for learning, exploration, and play 
can transform Montclair’s public spaces and result in more just outcomes for our city. 
 
According to Lazlo Kovacs and Victoria Vuono of Collaboration55, “The Learning 
Village is a space for families to reconnect in an engaging and fun way. The system 
consists of a series of tents and a caddy. The tents are made of simple PVC pipes and 
connections, wrapped in a waterproof canvas. Each component is labeled so families 
can construct their own tent and organize their tents to accommodate a multitude of 
community events. The caddy can store 12 tents, as well as books and other activity 
materials for easy event set up. Once the event has ended, the caddy can be easily 
rolled into a storage space until the next event.” 

 



 

 
“With these unprecedented times, families are in need of a safe environment to come 
together. As many educational activities have become virtual, the process of 
constructing the tents can be a safe and hands-on educational activity for kids,” said 
Collaboration 55. 
 
“The Edgemont PTA and our chapter of the Roots and Shoots Environmental Club have 
been exploring the possibilities of outdoor learning for years now. So we were so happy 
to see outdoor learning as a centerpiece of this year’s Montclair Design Week 
competition,” said Selection Committee member Norrinda Brown Hayat, President of 
Edgemont Montessori School PTA, our community partner. “Well beyond the pandemic, 
the design that was selected will facilitate our students’ learning outdoors.” 
 
“It was so interesting to serve on this jury with both educators and architects who 
brought years of teaching experience and technical expertise in design, respectively, to 
the evaluation process. Our discussion of the submissions flowed from conceptual to 
pragmatic elements in dynamic and thoughtful ways that found the positive aspects of 
each design,” says Selection Committee member Faye Lederman, filmmaker and local 
organizer of “Montclair Outdoor Learning.” 
 
“Design is all around us – from our homes, parks and infrastructures, to the systems 
that influence our civic way of life,” says Petia Morozov, Founder and Executive 
Director of DesignShed. “The mission behind our Ideas Competition is to make the 
decision-making processes behind our designed world more equitable, by integrating 
citizen participation at every level of design. We’re thrilled to have received submissions 
from people who wouldn’t call themselves ‘designers,’ but weighed in with their 
imagination and lived experiences, and that makes them a designer.” 
 
About Collaboration55 
Collaboration55 is a New York-based architectural and urban designer practice focused 
on collaboration across multidisciplinary projects with sustainability in mind in this 
rapidly changing world. Our mission is to bridge the gaps between various professionals 
and stakeholders to facilitate projects. With our experience in site planning, water 
management, architecture and urban design, we understand the true value of 
collaboration. For more information, visit www.collaboration55.com.  
 
About the Selection Committee 
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A diverse group of educators, designers and community leaders convened to deliberate 
over all the submissions, and choose the winning design. Ideas Competition organizers 
Andrew Harrison (Educator and Artist), Angelique Kenney (Educator and Founder of 
Earth and Sky Outdoor School), and Petia Morozov (DesignShed Founder and 
Executive Director) were joined by Norrinda Brown Hayat (President, Edgemont 
Montessori School PTA), Faye Lederman (Filmmaker and Organizer, Montclair 
Outdoor Learning), and Liz McEnaney (Co-Founder of Design For Six Feet, a 
NY-based urban design initiative). 
 
About the Ideas Competition 
As part of Montclair Design Week’s Call for Public Submissions, the Ideas Competition 
is a catalyst of innovation that brings together community partners and emerging 
designers to address a particular challenge in equitable ways. Amid the COVID-19 
pandemic, this year’s installation will offer Montclair-area children a spark of inspiration 
in these uncertain times. 
 
About DesignShed 
DesignShed was born out of a belief that we are all designers of a better, bolder future. 
To jumpstart this vision, we develop community-rich tools in the form of year-round, 
outcome-oriented programs, to celebrate our creative capacities and mobilize them into 
action. 
 
About Montclair Design Week (MDW) 
Kicking off every third weekend in October since 2018, MDW is an annual 10-day 
program of talks, tours, panels, exhibits, installations, collabs and workshops that 
explore each year’s theme through the lens of design. MDW brings together people 
spanning many ages, backgrounds and interests to exchange ideas, discover talents 
and consider how design can be used as a force for good in an increasingly complex 
and precarious world. Our reach and impact has grown in scope and scale, making 
MDW New Jersey’s largest design event. 
 
About Edgemont Montessori School 
Established in 1987 as a magnet based on the philosophy, educational foundations and 
instructional practices of Dr. Maria Montessori, Edgemont provides an enhancing, 
enriching, and engaging educational experience that enables students to explore, 
express, and excel. An award-winning National Network for Partnership School, 
Edgemont strives to create a real cooperative and collaborative spirit that is directly tied 
to our strong home-school partnerships, and peaceful, family-like learning environment. 
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Press Release Google Document 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aChn5qE77UQRoYY5oD-Ouh4gBL3RsJ6oQ8hw
VhfePR8/edit?usp=sharing 
 
Approved DesignShed Press Images  
Images of winning selection (The Learning Village), and the two Honorable Mentions 
(Outside the Box and Climbing The Walls) can be accessed here: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1hClMJNP9o5fCgXFNvLywNtdaXRLcR1z2?usp=
sharing 
 
Members of the press, please contact designshedorg@gmail.com or visit 
www.designshed.org for more information and competition details. 
 
XXX 
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